Rifampicin as cytotoxic agent for cholangiocarcinoma: preliminary report of seven cases.
Seven consecutive patients with unresectable cholangiocarcinoma of the major bile ducts, referred to one surgical department with a hepatobiliary interest, were treated by biliary decompression and with the antibiotic rifampicin in an uncontrolled preliminary study. Three patients were also given tamoxifen. Five of the seven are dead, the mean survival being 26 months (expected mean survival 8 months), and two are alive and well in May 1991, 48 and 30 months respectively from the time of presentation. A controlled study of rifampicin with and without tamoxifen is indicated in unresectable cholangiocarcinoma.